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Recently, MHS counselors began the process of planning for the 2021-2022 school year by
going to classrooms to help current 8th, 9th, 10th, and 11th grade students fill out their Course
Request form and Four Year Plan.  Since the forms for students are online, we also gave
students a yellow Parent Approval form so that we can be sure that parents approve the
courses their students choose. This is a great opportunity to discuss plans with your students as
they prepare for next year.  Students should complete both their Course Requests and Four
Year Plan and turn in their Parent Approval form by Friday, March 26th so that we can begin
registering them for next year’s classes.

For online-only students or others who haven’t been present for our classroom presentations,
we’ll work with them individually to make sure that they are up to speed.

Course Requests are completed through a Google Form. As students complete their course
requests, these will be automatically emailed back to them.  If they have not yet entered
requests, have them follow these steps:
1) Go to: mhs.msd281.org/
2) Follow this path: Parent / Student Resources → Counseling Center → Course Requests &
Four-Year Plan
3) From the Course Requests & Four-Year Plan page, click the correct graduating year to
access your form and then enter your requests.  Make sure to click submit at the bottom of the
form after entering course requests.

The Four Year Plan is a graduation requirement for students in Idaho, and it helps ensure that
students are taking the right classes for graduation and preparing for their future.  Students can
check their MSD281 Google Drive for the Four-Year Plan that was shared with them.  This
should be a file named YourLastName_YourFirstName_Four_Year_Plan.

We hope you had an excellent spring break, and we very much look forward to seeing more
students in our building for the rest of the semester as they begin four-day weeks.

Diana Hicke, School Counselor for the Class of 2021, Class of 2022 A-G
Wes Andrews, School Counselor for the Class of 2023, Class of 2022 H-P
Charlene Jakich, Chair, School Counselor for the Class of 2024, Class of 2022 Q-Z
Kayce Gregory, Counseling Center Secretary

https://mhs.msd281.org/
http://moscowsdhs.ss18.sharpschool.com/parent__student_resources/counseling_center/course_requests___four_year_plan
http://moscowsdhs.ss18.sharpschool.com/parent__student_resources/counseling_center/course_requests___four_year_plan
https://drive.google.com/drive/
mailto:hicked@msd281.org
mailto:andrewsw@msd281.org
mailto:jakichc@msd281.org
mailto:gregoryk@msd281.org
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The School Day SAT will be conducted for free at MHS on Tuesday, April 13th for all MHS
juniors, who will be automatically registered for it.  Taking a college entrance exam is a high
school graduation requirement in Idaho and must be done by the end of one’s junior year.

Many juniors and seniors also take the ACT to see how they fare on that test, or re-take the
SAT for a better score.  Below are the national testing dates that students can sign themselves
up for.  The most common ACT test dates for juniors this year are April 17th and June 12th.
Keep in mind that seniors are able to submit better ACT/SAT scores to colleges for
reconsideration of merit-based aid when they improve their score.  Students should see their
counselor if they have questions or need help.

If you’d like to learn more about the differences between the SAT and the ACT, we’re happy to
help you with that!  You can also check out the free event “SAT, ACT, or Both?” from the
Princeton Review on April 19, 2021 at 4 PM.

ACT (MHS code 130415) Registration Deadline Late Deadline

April 17, 2021 March 12, 2021 March 26, 2021

June 12, 2021 May 7, 2021 May 21, 2021

July 17, 2021 June 18, 2021 June 25, 2021

SAT (MHS code 130415) Registration Deadline Late Deadline

May 8, 2021 April 8, 2021 April 27, 2021

June 5, 2021 May 6, 2021 May 26, 2021

The Princeton Review is also hosting an SAT Strategy Session on March 22, 2021 at 5 P.M. and
an ACT Strategy Session on April 19, 2021 at 5 P.M. These are opportunities to learn about the
skills needed to do well on the exams and learn more about your timeline for college
admissions.

http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat
https://www.princetonreview.com/product/offerings/479230?z=10017?=exidf3777be0-dfcf-4576-b27b-9e0c900e4463
https://www.princetonreview.com/product/offerings/479230?z=10017?=exidf3777be0-dfcf-4576-b27b-9e0c900e4463
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register
https://www.princetonreview.com/product/offerings/476987?z=10017
https://secure.princetonreview.com/event?PSOId=479915


402 East 5th St
Moscow, ID 83843

(208) 882-2591

The deadline to withdraw from a UI Dual Credit course is Friday, April 30th, 2021.  If a
student withdraws, they will have a “W” on their UI transcript and will need to pay for the next
dual credit course attempted before Advanced Opportunities state funding can again be used to
pay for Dual Credit Courses.

SENIORS: Graduation is just 12 shorts weeks away! We are very proud of your hard work and
perseverance throughout this challenging senior year. Good luck to seniors and their families
as you finalize plans for college, training, military and career options.  Seniors and parents
should contact 12th grade counselor Diana Hicke with any questions or concerns about
graduation requirements.  Seniors who need help finalizing their post-graduation plans should
also contact Diana.

For seniors planning to attend college in the Fall, there is still time to submit your FAFSA if this
has not yet been completed.  The FAFSA must be completed if students wish to be considered
for any form of federal aid, including work study. The FAFSA can be filled out at
www.fafsa.ed.gov.

The deadline for Seniors to complete BYU-Online correspondence courses being taken to meet
graduation requirements is May 1st.

Sophomores interested in attending the Idaho HOBY Youth Leadership Seminar can ask us
for a nomination.  The seminar costs $225 and will be a virtual event on June 11-12.  More
information at https://hoby-idaho.org/.

The MHS Food Pantry is stocked full of food and available at no charge to any family with
students in the district.  We are thankful for our partnership with the Idaho Food Bank and local
donors.  To access during these times, use the 5th street entrance, and school staff or
volunteers will help you build a box for your family. The pantry will be open at these times:

● March 31, 2021 from 11 AM – 1 PM
● April 28, 2021 from 11 AM – 1 PM
● May 26, 2021 from 11 AM – 1 PM

To access the Food Pantry at a different time, please contact the counseling office.

Do you want to be on the MHS School Counselor’s Advisory Council?  Our Advisory Council
is a group of stakeholders who would like to review and advise us on the implementation of the
school counseling programs.  We have two Advisory Council meetings per year.  Parents,
students, staff, administration, and community members are welcome to join.  Email Wes at
andrewsw@msd281.org if you’d like to be a part of it.

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
https://hoby-idaho.org/
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Question from an MHS student: Are scholarship sites like bold.com and fastweb.com legit?
Answer: Yes, just know what you’re getting yourself into.

There are several national scholarship search websites out there.  Sites like bold, fastweb, and
niche are informative and students do earn scholarships through them.  When you use sites like
these, one thing to keep in mind is how much data you want to release to them.  Some users
didn’t like that they had to make a public profile, for example, which often became the first thing
that came up when their name was googled.

Since they are free for users and donors, you may be wondering how they generate enough
revenue to keep the lights on.  Here’s what bold.com writes:

“[...] we match students with helpful, vetted, optional resources to get them off to a great
start in their education and career.  When students find those resources useful, we earn
revenue from partner companies, allowing 100% of your donation to go to the
educational expenses of applicants you select.”

In other words, they sell some of the data that you provide to their partner companies who will
market certain things toward you.  We don’t know who those partner companies are.  It’s
possible that they have something that would be useful for you as you enter college.

The two things to think about, then are:

1. How comfortable are you with having a public profile on their site and being marketed
toward?

2. Does the potential reward outweigh this?

National scholarships can be tricky since there are so many applicants, and often the state and
local scholarships can be just as lucrative, which is why we emphasize those as your
counselors.  If you haven’t already, check out the MHS page with scholarship information:
https://mhs.msd281.org/parent__student_resources/scholarships. There’s a lot there, and not
all of it is applicable to every student, but it’s definitely worth a look!

If a friend or loved one is in crisis, there is help available.
Call 911 if there is an imminent danger to self or others.

Idaho Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-208-398-HELP (4357) [Call or Text]
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 1-800-273-TALK (8255) [Call]

The Crisis Text Line [Text 741741] can receive texts about any number of issues,
including isolation, anxiety, depression, self-harm, stress, abuse, grief, etc.

https://mhs.msd281.org/parent__student_resources/scholarships

